Renal Pathology E M Darmady & A G MacIver pp 548 £35 London: Butterworths 1980
The opening chapters reflect Professor Darmady's long-standing interest and expertise in microdissection techniques and the rightful place they have in the elucidation and our understanding of the normal structure of the kidney, as well as of cystic and metabolic diseases and other hereditary conditions. A mass of information is presented critically and in a very readable form. There follows a series of chapters giving comprehensive accounts of basic immunological concepts of glomerular disease, glomerulonephritis and allied disorders. These compare very favourably with the already established texts and correlate clinical, light microscopical, electron microscopical and immunofluorescent appearances whenever possible, with appropriate references to experimental studies. Hypertension, vascular disorders, dysproteinaernias, infections and neoplasms are also described in detail. The final chapter is a valuable account of the authors' procedures for microdissection and immunohistology. Each chapter concludes with an up-todate bibliography and guide to further reading.
A surprising omission in a treatise intended for those working in close contact with a renal unit is specific mention of the problems of transplantation and the laboratory diagnosis of tissue rejection. Some of the illustrations of light microscopical preparations are of very indifferent quality, in sharp contrast to the many excellent electron micrographs. The volume is well produced, apart from a very few errors of proofcorrecting and typesetting.
This book can be highly recommended to the pathologist in training and can be expected to find its way onto the shelves of any laboratory concerned with the investigation of renal unit patients.
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Extrahepatic Metabolism of Drugs and Other Foreign Compounds (Monographs in Pharmacology and Physiology, vol 5) T E Gram (ed) pp 601 £29.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1980 The study of the metabolism of drugs and other foreign chemicals (collectively referred to as xenobiotics) was a rather esoteric field 25 years ago, which attracted the attention of relatively few research workers. This volume is evidence of its rapid growth since that time, and a knowledge of the metabolism of xenobiotics is now essential in studies on carcinogenesis, for example, and in the broad field of toxicology.
The primary aim of this volume is to summarize the extrahepatic metabolism of xenobiotics, but the first chapter is quite logically devoted to drug metabolism in the liver, the organ used for the majority of early investigations. This is a comprehensive introduction which traces the early work on the characterization of the microsomal
